ED 331 Content Seminar
ACTION PLAN
F12

	Name
	Colleen Condra
	Development Date
	

	School
	Grandville Middle School
	Observation Date
	11/1/2012 9:44-10:46am


What is my current challenge in teaching for mathematical literacy?  

  My current challenge is getting students to actively engage in open discussions regarding the mathematical content we are covering.
What do I already know about this?

I know that students need some assistance and work best with some sort of guiding worksheet.
What questions do I have?
How can I create a classroom atmosphere that encourages class discussion that is beneficial, controlled, and makes students really think about the topic rather than just memorize and recite the information?
What is the best way to arrange the room to facilitate the best learning environment?

How can I create a discussion that helps ALL students understand the material/how do I get all students involved in the discussion without making those nervous to talk in front of the class uncomfortable?
Which one of these questions do I need to focus on to develop my understandings?
How can I create a classroom atmosphere that encourages class discussion that is beneficial, controlled, and makes students really think about the topic rather than just memorize and recite the information?
How will I develop my understandings?
I will conduct a class period where students are required to collaborate ideas about triangles, present their ideas as a group, and then engage in a debate where they take the stance that their type of triangle is the best.  This requires students to do some planning in regards to their triangle and gives them some room to be creative and have fun with the lesson.  I will keep the discussion controlled by allowing only one person to give their opinion at a time and then rotate groups in a circular direction so all views can be taken into account.
What support do I need to enact my action plan?
I need feedback on how the discussion goes during class.  Constructive ways to improve including things I could do to make the conversation more in depth for students with a strong understanding of the material, easy enough for those struggling with the concepts, and engaging enough that others not vocalizing their views stay focused, would also be very helpful.  
How will I monitor my progress?

I will evaluate the success of the discussion, presentations, and debates in class during class.  These evaluations will include things such as how many different students participated, how thoughtful their comments were, and the level of engagement the students exhibited.  
Modified from Marilyn Duncan’s (2006) Literacy Coaching: Developing Effective Teachers through Instructional Dialogue

